
Allerdale Borough Council

Licensing Committee – 29 September 2016

Driver & Vehicle Standards Agency Assessment

The Reason for the Decision To consider interim arrangements pending the 
selection of a new assessment for hackney and 
private hire applicants

Summary of options considered To remove the current condition of application 
requiring the passing of the DVSA taxi 
assessment for all new applicants for hackney 
carriage and private drivers licences and replace 
with one of the following:

a)All applicants for the grant of a new hackney 
carriage or private hire drivers licence must pass 
the DVSA taxi assessment. If this is not available 
the applicant must pass the required assessment 
to be selected in due course by Allerdale Borough 
Council within 6 months of the implementation 
date of the new assessment. Any licensed drivers 
appearing before the Licensing Panel with 
repeated traffic offences may be required to pass 
the relevant assessment selected;or

b)Take no further action until a new assessment 
is selected

Recommendation It is recommended that the requirement to pass a 
DVSA taxi assessment is removed from the 
application process and replaced with the 
following condition:

All applicants for the grant of a new hackney 
carriage or private hire drivers licence must pass 
the DVSA taxi assessment. If this is not available 
they must pass the required assessment to be 
selected in due course by Allerdale Borough 
Council within six months of the implementation 
date of the new assessment. Any licensed drivers 
appearing before the Licensing Panel with 
repeated traffic offences may be required to pass 
the relevant assessment selected.

Financial /  Resource Implications a)Not issuing licences to new applicants would 
have the expenses of legal proceedings; and 
b)Depending on the assessment selected there 



may be increased financial implications for 
applicants

Legal / Governance Implications a) Not to have a modified condition in place would 
prevent licences being issued to new applicants 
due to non compliance of this condition of 
application; and
b) To ensure that criteria is in place to assess that  
applicants for licences are fit and proper to hold a 
licence and that licensed drivers remain so 

Community Safety Implications To continue to assess the fitness, capability, 
safety and knowledge of applicants and licence 
holders. 

Health and Safety and Risk 
Management Implications

Not to have provision for an assessment in place 
may have consequences if the applicant is not a 
fit and proper person 

Equality Duty considered / Impact 
Assessment completed

No

Wards Affected All

The contribution this decision would 
make to the Council’s priorities

Is this a Key Decision No

Portfolio Holder Councillor K Hansen

Lead Officer Gillian Collinson
Senior Licensing and Compliance Officer
0303 123 1702
gillian.collinson@allerdale.gov.uk 

Report Implications

Community Safety Y Employment (external to the Council) Y

Financial Y/N Employment (internal) N

Legal Y Partnership N

Social Inclusion N Asset Management N

Equality Duty N Health and Safety N

Appendices

Appendix A – Letter from DVSA dated 31 August 2016
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1.0 Introduction

1.1 The Licensing Committee introduced a requirement that before being granted 
a hackney carriage or private hire drivers licence all applicants must pass the 
Driver & Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) (formerly known as the Driving 
Standards Agency) taxi assessment. It came into effect on 1 June 2002. This 
was introduced as a measure to assess the capability of applicants and as 
part of the criteria to ensure a person is a fit and proper person to hold a 
licence.

1.2 When implemented, this was applicable to all new drivers and as a 
disciplinary measure for any driver who appeared before the Licensing Panel 
with repeated driving offences. Existing drivers were allowed “acquired rights” 
and were not required to take the assessment. 

1.3 Since the introduction of it certain exemptions from undertaking the 
assessment have been granted by the Licensing Committee including 
applicants who hold a Driver Qualification Card evidencing that they hold a 
Driver Certificate of Professional Competence.  

2.0 Content 

2.1 On 2 September 2016 notification was received from the DVSA informing us 
that they had made a decision to withdraw the provision of taxi assessments 
with effect from 31 December 2016 (appendix A). In practical terms the test 
centres have already stopped taking bookings. This has created a significant 
impact on the way the application process works. It means that new 
applicants cannot comply with the application requirements as they currently 
stand.

2.2 This decision has affected a great many Local Authorities who utilised the 
assessment as a condition of application and research is being carried out to 
find alternative tests/assessments to take its place. The Local Government 
Association (LGA) have requested the names of all local authorities affected. 
To date over 70 local authorities have registered that they are affected by the 
decision. Most have a similar policy to Allerdale in that all new applicants must 
take the test as a condition of application. The LGA have had a preliminary 
chat with the DVSA and Department for Transport (DfT). They will be writing 
to the DVSA on Local Authorities behalf to express concerns about the 
decision and seek an alternative solution. Louise Haigh MP has also agreed 
to raise this matter in the Houses of Parliament during DfT questions on 
Thursday 22 September. Updates will be provided at today’s meeting. 
Researching and selecting a new assessment will take sometime as normal 
procedure would be for the Licensing Committee to examine relevant 
assessments and select an appropriate one.

2.3 Despite action that is being taken by the LGA it is necessary to consider an 
interim measure for between now and when a new assessment is selected



for new applicants and for any who may appear before the Licensing Panel 
with repeated driving offences for which the assessment may have been used 
as a disciplinary measure. 

3.0 Recommendation

3.1 It is recommended that the requirement to pass a DVSA taxi assessment is 
removed from the application process and replaced with the following 
condition:

All applicants for the grant of a new hackney carriage or private hire drivers 
licence must pass the DVSA taxi assessment. If this is not available they must 
pass the required assessment to be selected in due course by Allerdale 
Borough Council within six months of the implementation date of the new 
assessment. Any licensed drivers appearing before the Licensing Panel with 
repeated traffic offences may be required to pass the relevant assessment 
selected.

Gillian Collinson
Senior Licensing & Compliance Officer


